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CEREBROSPINAL MENINGITIS EPIDEMIC. 

The outbreak of cerebrospinal meningitis that has been in progress 
during the last six or eight weeks does not seem to be extending into 
new territory to any considerable extent. From reports received it 
is known that localities in the States of Arkansas, Tennessee, Ken- 
tucky, and southern Illinois have been involved. If the disease has 
been epidemic in other States, the fact has not as yet been made 
known. 

Sporadic cases of cerebrospinal meningitis occur almost continually 
throughout the country. Only occasionally does the disease become 
acutely epidemic, and, starting from one or more foci, have a tendency 
to spread over considerable territory. Last year the center of the 
outbreak was in Texas, and the disease spread into Oklahoma and 
neighboring States. This year the center of the epidemic has 
appeared to be in Arkansas, Tennessee, Kentucky, and southern 
Illinois. From the course the disease has taken it is expected that 
the present epidemic will soon be under control. 



PLAGUE. 
THE RELATION BETWEEN TRAFFIC AND THE SPREAD OF PLAGUE. 1 

By W. C. RtrcKEE, Assistant Surgeon General, United States Public Health Service. 

Sanitary science in the ultimate analysis resolves itself into a 
defense against the animal and vegetable forms of life which produce 
disease in man. It is a manifestation of the law of the survival of 
the fittest through the erection of bulwarks of one sort and another 
against those agencies which will exterminate man if man does not 
control them. All nature is at war one with the other. Each 
species has its natural enemies. Man in particular has been assailed 
since the beginning of time by a myriad of hostile lower-life forms, 

1 Read before the joint session of Sections V and VII, Fifteenth International Congress on Hygiene and 
Demography, Washington, T). C, Sept. 27, 1912. 
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